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IN REPLY REFER TO:

1-1-98-1-2087

NOO296.00316-S
MOFFETT FIELD
SSIC NO. 5090.3.A.

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office
3310 EI Camino Avenue, Suite 130
Sacramento, California 95821-6340

September 30, 1998

Mr. Stephen G. Chao
BRAC Environmental Coordinator
(Attn: Don Chuck)
Department of the Navy
Engineering Field Activity, West
Naval Facilities Engineering Command
900 Commodore Drive
San Bruno, California 94066-5006

Subject:

Dear Mr. Chao:

Placement of Rip-Rap at the Site 1 Landfill, Moffett Federal Airfield,
Santa Clara County, California (Navy File No. 5090 Ser 6422/8197)

This is in response to the Department ofNavy's (Navy) September 17, 1998, request for the u.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) concurrence that the proposed Placement of Rip-Rap at
Site 1 Landfill, Moffett Federal Airfield Project is not likely to adversely affect the federally
threatened coastal population of the western snowy plover (Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus)
(plover). The Navy is constructing a multi-layer cap over a former landfill, known as Site '1,
which borders a stormwater retention pond. The Navy has cut back the slope of the landfill and
established a dirt access road. The Navy will place rip-rap along the northern boundary of Site I
Landfill to prevent wind-wave erosion of the access road and landfill cap. The rip-rap will
consist of blocks of recycled concrete with an approximate size of 18-inches diameter or less.
Once the concrete rip-rap is in place, the Navy will add finer material (such as 3/4-inch drain
rock, pea rock, or similar and appropriate material) to fill in any void spaces that could become
habitat for predators such as rats and feral cats. The rip-rap along the embankment will also be
tamped to provide a compacted embankment.

Surveys conducted by Point Reyes Bird Observatory during the summer of 1989 and 1991
revealed that the stormwater retention pond bordering the Site 1 Landfill is used by breeding
plovers in some years (Gary Page, pers. comm.). In 1989, surveyors found a male incubating a
nest of 2 eggs, and another male attending a brood. In 1991, surveyors again found a male
incubating a brood.

After review of the information provided, the·Service has determined that, provided all measures
to avoid impacts to listed species are successfully implemented, the proposed project is not likely
to adversely affect the plover. Therefore, unless new information reveals effects ofthe proposed
action may affect listed species in a manner or to an extent not considered, or a new species or
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Mr. Stephen G. Chao

critical habitat is designated that may be affected by the proposed action, no further action
pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, is necessary.

If you have any questions or concerns, contact Dan Buford or Ken Sanchez at (916) 979-2752.

Sincerely,
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David L. Harlow
Acting Field Supervisor


