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From: JimHardwick,StaffEnvironmentalScientist.

BeckyeStanton,AssociateToxicologist(_:_
Officeof SpillPreventionandResponse
Departmentof FishandGame
1700 KStreet,Suite250 ..,_o,.,,,._ _..,o,
Sacramento,CA94244-2090

Subject: Reviewof theAddendumto the FinalStation-WideRemedialInvesti(;lation,Site 25,
FormerNavalAirStationMoffettField,CA (SITE: 200068) receivedNovember30,
2004.

Background

The CaliforniaDepartmentofFishandGame,Officeof SpillPreventionand
Response(DFG-OSPR)receivedthe subjectdocumenton November30, 2004. The
2,200 acreformerNavalAirStationMoffettField(NASMF)isinSantaClaraCounty
andabout10 milesnorthof thecityof San Jose. It isadjacenttoStevensCreek and
formersaltevaporationpondsonthe shoresofsouthSan FranciscoBay. Site25 is
currentlya seasonalwetlandcomprisedof a smallstormwatersettlingbasin(about3
acres),the20-acreEasternDikedMarshandthe210-acreStormWaterRetention
Pond..TheStormWaterRetentionPondissubdividedintothreeparcels:the central
(100 acres)andnortheast(55 acres)basins,and the Mid-peninsulaRegionalOpen
SpaceDistrict(MROSD)Parcel(55acres). Stormwaterfromthewesternportionof
NASMFflowsthroughstormdrainsintothesmallstormwatersettlingbasin,through
the EasternDikedMarsh,throughculvertsintothecentralbasin,andthen intoeither
theNortheastbasinor the MROSDparcel. Leveeshavekepttidalwaterfrom
reachingsite25 forabout100 years. Sincethenthe stormwaterretentionpondhas
filledwithfreshwaterinthewinter,anddriedout inthesummerandfall. National
AeronauticsandSpaceAdministration(NASA)planstomanagethepondsothat in
the futureitwillcontainwaterthroughouttheyearandsupportfishlife. TheSouthBay
SaltPondrestorationprojectandNASAare studyingthefeasibilityof restoringtidal
actiontosite25, andconvertingthe habitatfromseasonalwetlandto tidalwetland.

Thepotentialsourcesof contaminationincludestormwaterandsanitarysewer
lines,theRunwayLandfill,the EngineTestStandarea,a sumpandoil/water
separator,andthe historicaluseof pesticides.Thesubjectdocumentpresentsan
evaluationof the riskstowildlifefromcontaminantsat site25.

The commentsthat followare providedaspartof our roleas a naturalresource
trusteefor the Stateof California'sfish andwildlifeandtheirhabitats.The DFG has
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statewidejurisdictionoverthe conservation,protection,and managementof fish,
wildlife,nativeplants,andhabitatnecessaryforbiologicallysustainablepopulationsof
theseresources.Further,theDFGhasalsobeendesignatedas theCERCLASection
107 naturalresourcesco-trusteefor theseresources.

GeneralComments

Overallthedocumentiswellorganizedwithapplicabletablesandfigures
included.

CDFG-OSPRdoesnotconcurwiththeidentificationof chemicalswithhigh
toxicityreferencevalue(TRV)-basedhazardquotients(HQs)betweenoneandfive as
"negligiblerisk,"andnotas riskddvers,particularlyforspecialstatusspecies.

CDFG-OSPRagreeswiththe conclusionthata feasibilitystudyisneededto
evaluateremedialalternativesto reduceriskfrom lead,zinc,totalDDTs,and total
PCBs.

Specific Comments

1. PageES-2. Pleaseclarifyif the secondsentenceinthethirdparagraph
referstoaveragesiteconcentrationsof leadandzinc.

2. Page16. Pleaseincludethe95thupperconfidencelimit(UCL)for the
referencemarshdataaswell. Inaddition,pleasenotethattheSan Francisco
ambientvaluesare calculatedasthe 85thpercentilewitha of 0.05 as the
toleranceintervalbounds.

3. Page28. Pleaseincludea discussionof detectionlimitsinthetextfor total
DDTsandtotalPCBs,andevaluatewhetherelevateddetectionlimitsaffected
the apparentdistributionofcontamination.In addition,pleaseexplainhowthe
totalvalueswerecalculated.

4. Pages31 and44. Manyfactorsmaypreventthewateron-sitefrombeing
primarilyinfluencedbyambienttidalconditions,andmaycreatelocalizedareas
wherediffusionof chemicalsfromsedimentwillaffectconcentrationsinthe
overlyingsurfacewaterovera significantperiod.Theseareascouldbe due to
surfacedepressionsor limitedtidalexchangedueto restrictionsinthe sizeof the
leveeopening.

5. Page32. Pleasecladfyifall stormwaterand/orsewerlinesthatdischarge
intoSite25 havebeencleanedor closed.Any linesforwhichthishasnotbeen
donemayactasan ongoingsourcethatshouldbe addressed.
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6. Page40. Pleasenotethatthepreviousecologicalriskassessment(ERA) is
stillrelevantas it relatestopotentialriskduetocurrentseasonalwetland
conditionsincombinationwiththe evaluationof futuretidalmarshconditions.

7. Page41. Changesinsedimentconditionat Site 25duetotidalconnection
willbebasedonthe accretionrateof presumablycleanersedimentandthe
gradualburialof contaminationovertime. If dataare notcurrentlyavailablefor
localsedimentaccretionrates,thesedatashouldbecollected.

8. Page47. Pleasenotethedifferentinsampledepthrangeused(i.e., 0--0.5
feetversus0--2feet) betweenthe humanandecologicalriskassessmentsinthe
secondparagraphof Section6.1.1. Pleaseclarifyif the ambientconcentrations
weredifferentbetweenthe humanandecologicalriskassessmentsas inferred
bystatementssuchas "greaterthanthe ambientconcentrationforthebaseline
HHRA[humanhealthriskassessment]only." Table1 presentsthetwo
comparisonsasdifferingon the depthrangeconsidered,notdifferentambient
concentrationsforthe twodskassessments.Pleaseresolvethisdiscrepancy.

9. Page48. CDFG-OSPRconcurswiththe conclusionthatfurtherevaluation
andremedydevelopmentisneeded.

10. PageD-12. Pleasedefinethe abbreviation"CP" usedforthe peregrine
falcononTableD-I.

11. PageD-49. Pleasedistinguishconcentrationsaswetordryweightunits.

12. PageD-50. Pleasenoteinthefootnotesthe speciesorclassoforganisms
fromwhichthe bioaccumulationfactors(BAFs)wereoriginallyderived.

13. PagesD-60 andD-61. CDFG-OSPRdoesnotconcurthatchemicalswith
hightoxicityreferencevalue(TRV)-basedhazardquotients(HQs)betweenone
andfivearenotriskdriversandhave"negligiblerisk,"particularlyforspecial
statusspecies.Therefore,pleasereviseriskdriversto includezincforCalifornia
clapperrailand totalDDTsandtotalPCBsforgreatblueheron.

14. PageD-69.As mentionedinthe previouscomment,pleaseremovethe
classificationof chemicalswithhighTRV-basedHQsbetweenoneandfive as
having"negligibledsk,"particularlyforspecialstatusspecies.As a result,lead
shouldbe includedasa riskdriverforsaltmarshwanderingshrew.

15. PageD-76. CDFG-OSPRagreeswiththeconclusionthata feasibilitystudy
isneededtoevaluateremedialalternativesto reduceriskfrom lead,zinc,total
DDTs,andtotalPCBs.
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Conclusion

The DFG-OSPRconcurswiththedecisionthat furtherevaluationand remedy
developmentisneededtoaddressunacceptablerisktoecologicalreceptors,and
looksforwardtoworkingwiththe Navytodevelopa plantoeliminatethepotentialrisk
toecologicalreceptors. Thankyouforthe opportunityto reviewthesubject
document.If youhaveanyquestionsregardingthisrevieworrequirefurtherdetails,
.pleasecontactBeckyeStantonbytelephoneat (916) 327-0916,or_rnail
(bstanton@ospr.dfg.ca.gov).

Reviewer:.FrankGray,EnvironmentalScientist

cc: Departmentof FishandGame
OfficeofSpillPreventionandResponse

JulieYamamoto,Ph.D.,SeniorToxicologist

DanWelsh
U.S.FishandWildlifeService
2800 CottageWay, RoomW-2605
Sacramento,CA95825-1846

SonceDe Vdes(U.S. FishandWildlifeService)
SFD-8-B
UnitedStatesEnvironmentalProtectionAgency,Region9
75 HawthorneSt.
San Francisco,CA94105

JeanineDeWald
ChristineAtkinson
Departmentof FishandGame,Region3
P.O. Box47
Yountville,CA 94599

LidaTan
U.S.EPARegionIX
75 HawthorneStreet,SFD-8-3
San Francisco,California94105-3901

HilaryWaites
ElizabethAllen
TechLaw,Inc.
90 NewMontgomeryStreet,Suite1010
San Francisco,CA94105
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MarkLittlefield
U.S. FishandWildlifeService
HabitatConservationDivision
2800 CottageWay,W-2605
Sacramento,CA 95825

ClydeMorris
Don EdwardsSan FranciscoBay
NationalWildlifeRefuge
U. S. FishandWildlifeService
P.O. Box524
Newark,CA94560-0524

AndreeBreaux
CaliforniaRegionalWaterQualityControlBoard
SanFranciscoBayRegion
1515ClayStreet,Suite1400
Oakland,California94612
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