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Camp Nimitz Decision Meets Community Needs
Guest Editorial ...................... a new l:_J_ capacity study} must thoughtful proposal to meet a

ByByron Wear _ have additional gates, they can be pressing need for public safety
_ I I accommodated on a 10.5 ao'e par- training and reutilization of exist-

faces the land use r.0HHrtl"[|\ ,:._l of (:amp Nimitz which will ing facilities at minimal cost to thet"l [)i_:go

"_ detision of the. decade with __bLt-_'LUI.,_ minimally impact the Public Safe- taxpayer. The Porl, in contrast.the impending closure of the _";..__ r,-._ ,,, ,,, ly Institute and an endangered seeks to raze existing buildings
Naval 'll_fining Center (NTC). ()m; x_ ,.-. - least tern nesting area. and pave over a least tern nesting

of the most ditfi,:tdt dr.,:isi_ns Ihe In fact on April 24, the NTC area in order It, park cars anti air-

NTC Reuse Planning C_olllmiltt_,e Reuse Planning Committee adopt- planes on this waterfront real
has had t,, lace is the hire of the ed my proposal to site the Regional estate.
(_mq_ Nimilz poditm otN'l'(:. Public Safety Institute at Camp Additional parking for air-

"l'll_:r[;have been tw_ ct)ml,:l- Nimitz while providing the Port planes can be,accomplished by
lug proposals for use of this 102- acreage to add eight new gates to creative use of existing land on
acre pamel of land. The San Diego their hnml:diatt; Action Plan temfi- Lindbergh Fiehl and the soon to I_;
Fire and Police Departments hal expansion. My t)lan also vacated General Dynamics lease
n:qu,:sted that the majority of the allows tim Metropolitan Wastewa- on Pacilic ilighway, lnternalitmal
buildings and inl'rastructure be ter Department Io consolidate its flights and t._rgo operations could
preselved and used as a Regional water quality analysis labs, in con- be conducted on the General
Publi(: Sali_ty Institute for training _---- (9_'-" __F- ] _]l _ junction with San Diego State Uni- Dynamics site wlfich will be avail-
firefighters, police officers, lifegau- _st= versity's Coastal and Marine lnsti- able in 1997. This would free-up
rds, and paramedics. The Port Dis- tute research programs, in a new additional gates anti parking areas

,riot has n.q,,,,sled,h,: la,,d Ihr ,,Jr- R U/ql"iL r,,,:.,,:,,,,,.,,, ,,,.,,,,:,,-,,,,,,:,,,r,,J,.,,.,,r,,,..,,,,,v,,,t,._l.,,,._i,,,,t,, ,,,:,:,,,,,,,,,,,I,,t,, ALl- E/CkAlfl S als,, maintains a site for a new Ilarbor i]rivt_. Airport use of tim

aircn,ll a,,,Im,l,,mobile lmrking. _ VE.RIcLE.c:ZNIIB ,'I-oA (_ot pI.r..TESlop. h,,,:i wl,id, will pn,vide tax mv- apprnxinmlely 90 acres on IheOn April 3. alh;r reviewing the entH. 5_rpaying lot infi.'aslmchm, north sidt_of the runway would
proposals, the Reuse Steering _ impmw:menlsou NTC. provide a belier transportation

(:tnnmith:_; dinx:lt,d staff to s_:eka minal construction project. The San Diego and file region des- The Reuse i_lmming(_onuniltee lleXU$with the Pacific tlighway,and ils consullants have worked Interslale 5 and railroad/trolley
solutiOnrequeslswhichh)beW°Uldpartiallyaii°wmet.bethPort District reiected this option, pt;rately need a new training cen- hard to provide a concept for NTC lines.
Responding, 1 hosted a meeting saying Iheir minimum require- ter for law enlbrcement and publicment was for the eastern half of sa[ety personnel. The Port has which incorporates lhe needs of I remain dedicated to meeting
between all concerned parties and Camp Nimitz. Dividing the parcel _ther options for expansion on its the San Diego community for our community needs for public
unveiled a plan to retain the lnsti- in hall would gut the Public Safe- current property. What I continue parks, waterfront rtr.reation, muse- safety m_dair transportation, but i
lute's viability while allowing the ty Institute by removing several to adw_cate is, if the Port (which urns, cultural activities, and com- will not compromise lhe integrity

mercial enterprises. The Police of the Regional Public Safely lnsti-
port to buiht eight additional gates key training components, has no master plan and is awaiting and Fire Departments subndtled a lute. San Diego deserves no less.on the west side of the current ler-
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