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----------------It's perfect: 8,000-square_feet, 
seven bedrooms, eight bathrooms, 
a dining room table that seats 20, 
spacious grounds and a stunning 
view of the East Bay. Only top ad· 
mlrals have Uved there, and the 
most famous was Chester Nimitz, 
the hero of the Pacific In World 
Warn. 

That's why Willie Brown wants 
the Yerba Buena Island mansion 
as a ceremonial residence for the 
mayor of San Francisco. 

The mansion, now occupied by 
Rear Admiral WUUam Center, 
commander of Naval Base San 
Francisco, will probably be Includ
ed areas obtained by the city 
wL . the Navy pulls out of Yerba 
Buen'l and Treasure Islands next 
year.· 

Brown saw Nimitz House, the 
mansion's official name, on a tour 
of the Islands during the weekend 
with captain Lynn Hamel, Trea
sure Island's commanding officer. 
The mayor Immediately got the 
idea that Nimitz House was Ideal 
for an "official residence" for San 
Francisco's mayor, where visitors 
could be entertained In world-class 
style, tbe way the Navy's top brass 
has entertained Its guests there for 
95 years. • 

"The mayor:"o~dn't actually 
Uve there," said P. J. Johnston, 
Brown's spokesman. ''It would be 
more a ceremonial residence, per· 
haps a sort of Camp David." 

Even if the city gets the man
sion, Johnston said, Brown will 
continue to Uve ·m his Cathedral 
Hlll condo, close to City Hall. The 
Nimitz House would be used for 
entertaining, Johnston said. 

A ceremonial mayoral resi
dence is only one of several Ideas 
Brown· Is discussing for -Treasure 
Is' i and Yerba Buena -lnclud
L. .umlng a Treasure Island 
building Into a permanent movie 
set and film center,leaslng the Na
vy's firefightlng school for a state 
fireflghtlng center and using the 
Navy brilfto house female prison
ers (CQIII the San Franclsco county 
jail. ~ --·· . --~ . 
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Mayor Willie Brown has hlseye on Nimitz House on Verba Buena for use as his official residence 

BROW~:-, lsla~d-Mansion Ca~ches His Fancy 
From Pagel 

mayor, Brown bad proposed turn
Ing Treasure Island Into an elegant. 
Monte Carlo-style casino, where 
patrons could gamble and enrich 
the city's coffers. He later dropped 
that Idea. 

His ceremonial mansion plan at 
first seemed like a joke. "It's my 
guess the mayor was jesting," said . 
Johnston, when asked about the · 
mansion yesterday. But after 
checking, the aide said Brown Is . 
dead serious. 

"He's mentioned It a couple of 
times,'' said Larry F1orln, who Is 
the mayor's staff officer for base 
reuse, notably Treasure Island, 
Yerba Buena and Hunters Point, 
all of which are part of Navy Base· 
San Francisco. 

"We think It will be a_real possi
bility,'' Florin said. "It's an Inter
esting proposal." 

However, the mayor hadn't 
told the city's Base Reuse Commis
sion, which has been working on a 
plan for the surplus bases. 

the committee, said the panel bad 
been discussing use of the Nimitz 
House as a conference center. 
Brown's concept, he said, Is "Inter
esting." 

Under the law, the federal gov
ernment and then local jurisdic· 
tlons get first crack at closed mill-

The Presidio ot San Francisco, the 
. city's other major base, was turned 
over to the National Park Service 

. In 1994. 
The admiral's mansion Is one of 

those hidden treasures found on 
some military posts. Built of red
wood and brick In 1900 at a cost of 
$14,824, It Is now priceless. 

Yerba Buena, once called Goat 
Island, reveled In Isolated splendor 
In the center of the bay until the 
Bay Bridge was opened In 1936. 
The bridge engineers used Goat Is
land as the center of the bridge 
and bored a huge tunnel through 
It. 

The noise from the bridge traf· 
fie can be deafening outside thE 
Nimitz House, but the mansion il 
so well-built that not a sound pene 
trates the Interior, according tc 
those who have been there a: 
guests. 

The mansion was named fo: 
Admiral Nimitz, who was the ar 
chitect of the American victory h 
the Pacific In World War II, anc 
later Chief of Naval Operations. 1 
five-star admiral, Nimitz never rE 

Gloria Root, the head of the Cit· 
lzens Military Base Reuse Commit
tee said she had not been Inform· . tary bases such as Treasure Island tired, and he lived In the house 11 
ed 'about the Idea. Neither had""'and Yerba Buena, which are with-.w,.hts last)'ean,.'Be died there ~ 
Dick Robinson a member appoint- In San Francisco city limits. A pial~'"" 1966. 
ed by former ~ayor Frank Jordan. for reuse of the bases must be sub- Besides the conference cente 

, , ,. mltted to the Department of Hous- td H id calt b 
'I m flabbergasted, be said. ing and Urban Development and ea, aas sa ' rans as an ey 

The mansion plan, be said, Is "self- the Navy . on the site. The agency wants t 
serving" and "rather outrageous." If th · 

1 1 
ed th b acquire a buffer zone 50 mete1 

, , d ld .. b ld e P an s approv , e as- wide around the bridge., If Ca 
'Its not a goo ea, e sa · es are turned over. The Navy plans trans gets Its way, be said, It woul 
Jim Haas, another member of to close the base by Sept. 30, 1997. get Nimitz House. 
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