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··Dear ·Mr. Galang: 

Introduction 

Regional Board staff (Board staff) has reviewed the above-referenced document, dated 
November 19, 1999. We recognize that this work plan focuses on assessing risk to human 
receptors, and does not necessarily address water quality and ecological issues that potentially 
may be associated with the deb tis disposal areas. As such, we are primarily deferring to the 
DTSC for comments on this work plan. To the degree that Board staff has been involved in the 
development of this work plan through the Base Closure Team, the following comments are 
intended to assist in the Navy in development and implementation of the final work plan. 

Use of Lead as a Surrogate 

We support the Navy's efforts to identify a chemical surrogate for the debris disposal areas. If a 
single chemical contaminant can be used to identify and characterize the variability and risk 
associated with the debris, then there may be significant cost savings for the Navy in the 
laboratory analysis. Unfortunately, the above-referenced plan fails· to adequately support using 
lead as the surrogate. Although the plan provides data to support the variabiiity in the 
concentrations of lead at the debris disposal areas, there is no evidence to demonstrate that lead is 
collocated with other constituents of concern (COC). 

A disposal history model for the debris areas may support using lead as a surrogate for other 
metals. The primary sources of metals such as lead, copper, and zinc are likely bum ash and 
sand blast grit. This simple assumption would need to be supported by existing laboratory 
analytical data. However, there are likely other sources for the semi-volatile organic 
contaminants (SVOCs) and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). While all of the detected 
contaminants would theoretically be associated with debris, the variable sources suggest that 
contaminants would not necessarily be collocated within the debris. Thus, using lead as the 
surrogate for all contaminants may not be adequate to characterize variability and risk associated 
with the debris disposal areas. 
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Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) 

The plan does not identify PCBs as a constituent of concern (COC) for the debris disposal areas. 
Data collected during recent investigations in the debris disposal areas indicate the presence of 
PCBs in locations of debris. In some cases, the concentrations ofPCBs have been elevated 

- -- --- - --- --l1oove Preliminary Remediation Goals (PRCJsT We suggest that PCBs be added as a COC, and : -­

also be considered in the analysis of possible surrogates and collocation of contaminants. 

Methane Generation 

We concur with a statement made on page 20 of the pilot phase work plan that methane has not 
been detected inside of structures near the debris disposal areas. However, we do not concur 
with the statement that "the debris does not appear to be a viable source for continuing methane 
generation. " Methane sampling conducted from debris in one disposal area indicates 
concentrations of methane greater than 30 percent by volume. Furthermore,. limited methane 
sampling has been conducted in the debris areas at Site 12. No data has been:collected.to support 
the_statement that methane generation will not continue ·at the location where methane was · 

.. detected, or at other locations where debris has beeri found and methane sampling has: not been -·· 
conducted. ' ' . 

... , -
... 

·ifyou have qu~~tidns regarding these comments, please f~el free
1
to call mea.t (510) 622-2377; 

mydocuments\treasureisland\neptune 

Sincerely, 

~ LX.e 4-f-~\ 
Chris Maxwell 
Associate Engineering Geologist 
Ground Water Protection and Waste 
Containment Division 
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cc: Mr. James Ricks, Jr. (SFD-8-2) 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
75 Hawthorne Street 
San Francisco, CA 94105 

Mr. David Rist 
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Department ofToxic Substances Control 
Northern California Region 
700 Heinz Avenue, Suite 200 
Berkeley, CA 94710 

Mr. James B. Sullivan 
Caretaker Site Office, Treasure Island 
410 Palm Avenue, Room 161 
San Francisco, CA 94130-0410 

Ms. Martha _Walters 
: San Francisco Redevelopment Agency 

770 Golden Gate A venue · 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
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