
STATE OF MARYLAND 

DEPARTMENTOFNATURALRESOURCES 

WATER RESOURCES ADMINISTRATION 
TAWES STATE OFFICE BUILDING 

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 21401 

(301) 269-3821 

May 24, 7979 

Mr. Joseph S. Delasho 
Director, Maintenance/Utilities fiivision 
Naval Facilities Engineering Command. 
Bldg. 57 Ig!ashington Navy Yard 
Kashington, D.C. 20374 

Re: J40/JT 
6240 

Dear Mr. Delasho: 

We have reviewed the “Study for Source Abatement” submitted to Ms. Higginbotham 
on fviay 16, 1979. The study plan appears adequate to develop data necessary to 
design .treatment facilities at Indian Head. 
as soon as possible. 

This program should be put into effect 

L -. 
. The. most intriguing arguements between your office. and the Chesapeake Bay 

Foundation arc in the area determinations of sources of mercury. We do not believe 
that existing operations contribute mercury to the k!astewaters and should not be 
considered in your design of treatment faciJities. We do be1 ieve that some sort of 
study could be conducted to determine the source of mercury contamination. The 
,~ost JikcJy source of contamination is, the prior use of mercuricaJ dentonaior com- 
pounds. This mercury.is probably being recyc’led throughout the area. Unfortunately 
we. knov! of no practidal or exoti'c method of removing mercury from such a Jarae area 
It .appears that we are limited to allowing natural process to dilute this pollutant: 

Sincerely, 

id. Lawrence Ramsey, Assistant Chief 
Permits Section 
IndustriaJ R tlazardcus Substances Division 

tc : Ralph QI. Siskind 
Betty C. Higginbotham 
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