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Captain James D. Tadlock 
Comanding Officer 
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Naval Ordnance Station 
Indian Head, Maryland 20640 
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Dear Captain Tadlock: _ . 

On Thursday, January 24, 1985, representatives of the Naval Ordnance Station 
(NAVORSTA), CHESDIV, and yourself met with Mr. Ronald Nelson, Director, Waste 
Management Administration (WMA) and other members of K*lA's Enforcement and 
Technical Services staff, in order to discuss efforts undertaken at the NAVORSTA 
to effect a clean up of mercury contaminated earth caused by a spill of mercury. 
The WMA had formally ordered this clean up under Complaint and Order X-O-85-165. 
Naturally occurring background concentrations of total mercury have been 
indicated as 0.1 mg/kg. 

From your presentation at the meeting, you have indicated that over 200 barrels 
of contaminated earth have been removed from the site of the spill. Samples 
of the site still exhibit concentrations in the hole as high as 11.60 mg/kg total 
mercury and around the perimeter of the area of excavation as high as 15.90 mg/kg 
total mercury. Due to the readily dispersive nature of liquid mercury, you have 
indicated the difficulty in containing and removing the contaminated soil. 
due to the fact that no protection from the elements was provided at the 

However, 

clean up has most likely been aggravated-by rainfall, as exhibited by the 
site, 

fluctuations of mercury concentrations :in the bottom of the excavations. 
‘ . . . 

Further vertical excavation may erhanger'he surficial aquifer. HoweGer, due 
to the high concentrations of total mercury exhibited en the perimeter surface of 
the site, it is evident that further lateral excavation must continue until 
the stated background levels have been achieved. . 
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Following additional excavation, you b/ill be required to submit a plan 
for backfilling the excavated area which will ensure no further migration of 
any residual mercury. 

Again, the Complaint and Order isstied against ~QIJ may be appealed if you 
have made a timely request for such action. 

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please communicate with 
Mr. Harold L. Dye, Jr., at (301)-383-6653 or Mr. ReidRosnick at (301)-383-5734. 

Sincerely, 

J&YZ$G$Tdministrator 
Enforcement Frogram 

JbJK: arnj 

cc: Mr. Ronald Nelson 
Mr. Arthur N. Caple 
Mr. Harold L. Dye, Jr. 
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