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. know when 1t occurred. It was dis- ter supply because a thick, imper-
. covered in August when a construc-  vious clay barrier separates the
a tion contractor ruptured the 30- contaminated surface soil from the T
INDIAN HEAD, Md.—The Na-: year-old line. About a half pint, or deep, water-rich acquifers that the
2! val Ordnance Station here spent - seven pounds, of the silvery metal county taps for its drinking water.
* more than $100,000 to get ridof 20°.. trapped in the pipe went spewing .  County officials said they had not _ ..
. tons of soil contaminated in August” into a nearby trench, bursting into " been told about the mercury spill. ) -
‘ " after seven pounds of poisonous thousands of minuscule balls. . “Obviously, we would’ Ve _ppxe:h,_._.. ]
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* mercury spilled out of a ruptured-- - Mercury; which in extremit cases. 7 ciated- being - told,”sai =g
: sewer, Navy officials said Jast'week. " may cause birth defects and paral- Deen, chairman of the county com- - j J
¢ Ammunition, propellants and ex-- ysis in humans when ingested di- missioners. “It's anissue of environ-

' 't plosives are produced for the Navy ' rectly in large amounts, gets into ‘- mental concern to everyone. But .
~ at this sprawling facility’ 20 miles  the food chain through soil and wa-  We've never had. reason to doubt . -

”'south of Washington. . %2 . ter, so even small spills must [the ordnance station's] ability or

17~ The mercury is believed to have cleaned up thoroughly, state envi- wxllmgness to momtor 1ts ‘opera-

. ‘spilled into a sink in the laboratory- : ronmental officials said. Lootions” e st o ’t ’
* and and to have drained into the “- ° State officials say the spxu poses James Story, head of the county's N :

K sewer pipe, but ofﬁcnals d1d ‘not  no danger to Charles County’s wa- .. See SPILL, Page 13, Col. 1 : x
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" environmental health  office, said
that in recent years the station has
. . been *extremely open” and main-
. tained 2 good safety record. "I don’t
know why we weren't notified this

. time, except that they are only re- ..

+ quired to tell EPA and state hea!th
_officiale,” he said. -
Although the August spill was
considered minoy, state. environ-
mental officials say the incident il-

- Justrates the time and coat of ¢clean- .
- of the creek bed and nearby drain-

" ing up even small accumulauons of
hazardous materials, “* -

i
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an industrial chemical out of place,
Ultimately, the mercury. might mi-
. grate to an area where it could.en-
ter the food chain, and we are con-
_cerned about overloading the entire
ecosystem,” said John Koontz, chief
of enforcement with the Maryland
Waste Management Admmlstra-
tion.
“It's not a large spill, but mercury
is a metal and, like lead, depending
-t on jts form and concentration, can
+ be hazardous, ... A $pill like this
_becomes significant when you con-
\ - sider that seven pounds of mercury
contaminated at least 20 tons of
.so0il,” Koontz said. He said the ac-
c:dent was the first mvolwng mer-
cury at the ordnance station,
" The Navy did not begin to scrape
away contaminated soil around the
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-"It's.highly unlikely t.hal .anyone ..
B will eat this sofl, but we consider it

Mercury szll Cost N a

fense of al! Navy, Air Force. Army used to develop the p1ctufes may,.

and Marine bases has identified * have contaminated the soil, Lopez -

three potentially hazardous sites ' said. Final results of the federal stu- .
where chemicals may have Jeeched ’ '
into the soil or been improperly '
dumped at the SO-year-old Indian "~

Head facility.

One includes & 500-foot dramage
area running from the lab where
the August mercury spill occurred
down to the Mattawoman- Creek,
which empties into the Potomac
River. Versar is testing water same.
ples and doing deep-ground borings

age ditches, but it-would not com- -
ment on its findings, *; ) %

The other two potentially hazard-
ous sites are outside two' X-ray

buildings here where chemicals

dy are due March 31,
" Lopez said the three sites were

identified after federal investigators _

interviewed longtime employes at

b  the' base, “asking them if they ever .

* remembered anyone dumping any

.' waste materlals anywhere. Then
they logked for stressed vegetat:on -

. Il there are very toxic materials in

; the earth, flora and fauna on top will ..
i be dead or discolored.” ¢, N
- In addition to the federal findings, -

A state .environmental officials iden- ",
tified the Naval Ordnance Station "
‘: last August as one of 168 potential-
ly hqzardous sites in Maryland as a
first | step’ toward creatml the Su. .

perfund cleanup program ordered
by lawmakers during the 1984 Gen-
eral Assembly,

Activity at the facility here.
which 'station officials described as
having " a “good ® safety

and test nitroglycerin-based explo-

sives, rocket- motors and propel- ..

lents—the explosive charges that
propel a projectﬂe from a gun ora.
rocket from its pad; L

> The naval base, which hae about
3,000 civilian and military employ- -
o to treat themyriad of industrial ef--

es, has a school to train personnel
from all military branches in muni-
tions dieposal. It also produces and

record, '
" reached 'its’ peak” during the Viet-
‘nam War, when there was produc-
- tion around ‘the clock. Now engi-
"neers and officers work to produce

' :__;Momrhan $100,000

tests severz! cruise missile simu-
lators, includirg the Tomahawk,
and it makes cartridges that aid the

‘ejection of pilots and propellants for

« the Posejden nuclear submarine
series.

" Since 1975 the Navy has taken
steps to make the station pollution-
free, including oil separators for its
hydraulic presses, a $4 million con-

“.tract to rid the station of aging sep-
- . tic tanks and install a consolidated
. sewer treatment plant, Lopez and

-Ward said.

Most recently, the Navy commis-
sicned a major engineering study to
determine the most effective way

fluents produced on the base, Lopez
said. - _ o
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