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in Indian Head, Md., the Navy ah-
nounced s e

- Officials at the sprawling muni-
"tions depot said the mercury poses
a health threat, and they have
placed a 10-acre area of tidal wet-
lands off limits, <o Lf

"It is the biggest case mvolvmg
thercury that this office has éver .
‘dealt’ with,” said Art Capla of the

: “soluble, and then pave;i
60 drums of contamindted soil were:

«cury has been dlsoovered in‘a drah-"g3

over.  About *

' Navy spo‘k&eman

report issued by a Reston engineer-
ing firm as part of an investigation
of hazardous waste sites at Naval
facnhtles f .

‘The mercury apparently was

. spllled over a 30-year period, dur-
+ ing tests to determine the purity of

“Maryland Waste Management Kd- K

hmmary ﬁndmgs indicate that

* aquatic life in the area has not been

affected - '1,1
Mercury, whnch causes blmdness,

- death when
‘amounts; gets into the food chain
through the soil and water. Even

" minor- spills must be cleaned up

thoroughly, state env:ronmental
officials said. . _..

‘Navy spokesmen said that none'

of the station workers routinely
tested for mercury exposure have
been found to have hazardous levels
in their blood. The Iaboratory is stlll
- operating.

» Earlier this year, the Navy spent
more than $120,000 to dispose of -
20 tons of soil that had been con-
taminated by a half pint of mercury
when a drainpipe burst at the same

laboratory. Ditches and holes at-

that site were lined with sulfur to

' render any remammg mercury in-
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the nitroglycerin. It accidentally -

- was flushed into a 500-foot drain-

age ditch outside'a laboratory that .

produces propellants, Ward said.
From there, the mercury washed

., into a wetland area that drains into

the Mattawoman Creek, a tnbut'\ry A

, of the Potomac River.

- deamm birth defects,-paralysis or.
.ngested.in . large™

serious problém than we first
thought,” said Lawrence M. Sparks,
an environmental engineer with the
Chesapeake Division of the Naval
Facilities Engineering Command.
.Since 1984, the Navy has taken

precautions to ensure that spilled .

mercury and silver are recovered
and used again, Ward said.
~ But officials in the nearby town of
Indian Head said that they still wor-
ry about the safety of their well wa-
..ter, which is fed by a network of
underground rivers, or acquifers.
Indian Head Town Manager Da-
vid L. Spinney said that the town
periodically monitors its water sup-
ply, but has not noticed an increase
in heavy metals.
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Eéntrations, estifated to amount to -*]
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:“It wasn’t until the lab reports
started coming ‘back that we knew:*:
“the mercury out there posed a more -
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. James G. Sanders, director of the
Academy of Natural Sciences lab-
oratory in Benedict, Md., said ‘he
had not read the report, but that
the problem with any heavy metal -
‘such as mercury is “that it evapo-
rates very rapidly into a mercury
vapor which, inhaled, is very toxic

ito humans . ... If it stays in the
., environment, it may change form
-and show up in fish and oysters

That. may take years, but

that s when we really have envxron-

mental dnsasters ) NI
- -said the area. m&

hecause of the possibility that on a
very, very hot, humid day, right at
the place of discharge, you could
get some mercury vapors there

. It was near the occupatlonal
S'lfety limits.”

_The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice tested fish, sediment and water
lilies from the area and found that
mercury did not appear in them in
significaut amounts, said Glenn Kin-
ser, regional field supervisor for the
federal wildlife service, e

The Environmental

dations on how to deal with the site
after consulting with officials at the
Maryland Waste Management .Ad-

. ministration, Yates said.

Va. Educatlon Lohhy J 01ns Flght for Funds

Legtslatwe ‘Standards of Qualzty’Estzmate Too Low, It Say& s

: .':: L By Donald P. Baker

Washington Past Staff Writer

S RICHMOND, Dec.
Virginia’s educatlon lobby, antici-
pating a fight over school funding in
the General Assembly next month,
called a new state estimate of the
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Leglslatwe Audlt and Review Com-
mission, employed “a radical depar-
ture from methodology used the
past 14 years.” . v

The state Board of Education has
.said that $419 million will

-‘ Abiomesalises ? Mhns Foiicn ceecn -t

RXY:

Cof Vlrglmas sahools mcludmg a
“dramatic increase” in test scores.
“Without the full amount. {$419

" million], there will be a need for
: additional local money,” Belter said.
Jberiice
._meeded in the next two years to [ul-

J'ly-finance the so-called " standardq Ecanon“”assocxat:qn_g,\agr_eeg_ghatﬂ

Brenda. Cloyd, a Wythe County
te:lcher who i$ president, of the ed-t
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