
Mr. Elmer Biles 
6315 Indian Head Highway 
Indian Head, MD 20640 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
INDIAN HEAD DIVISION 

NAVAL SURFACE WARFARE CENTER 
101 STRAUSS AVE 

INDIAN HEAD MD 20640-5035 

5090 
Ser 044SJ/58 
22 May 02 

Dear Mr. Biles, 

This letter responds to the 31 October 2001 written feedback from a 
Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Community Member concerning base security 
and the role of community review in the RAB process. Our 6 November 2001 
response stated that we had elevated this issue to the Chief of Naval 
Operations (CNO) for Navy-wide guidance on Information Repositories. 

9 
The CNO response was that the control of information retained in the 

Installation Repositories and the locations of these Repositories is left to 
the discretion of the Activity Commander. I have reviewed the 31 October 
2001 letter with my Environmental staff and Corporate Communications 
personnel to determine the best course of action for providing community 
access to Installation Restoration (IR) program information, while 
maintaining a secure facility. As a result, we have decided to limit the 
number of Information Repositories to one. This would involve removing the 
documents that we currently have in the Charles County Library, La Plata 
Branch, and just have one Information Repository located in our General 
Library, Building 620. 

This plan provides the Navy better control over access to this 
information. Community members that do not have an Activity badge would have 
to contact our Corporate Communications Office to obtain one from the Pass 
Office prior to entering the Activity. Anyone wishing to review IR program 
documents would then sign in with the Librarian prior to viewing any of these 
documents. Special arrangements could be made, if necessary, to allow 
community members to view documents outside of normal business hours. 

If you have aRy additional comments or questions, please contact Mr. 
Shawn Jorgensen of my Environmental staff on (301)744-2263. 

MARC S I E DBAN D 
Captai)n, U. S. Navy 
Commander 
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Mr. Elmer Biles 
6315 Indian Head Highway 
Indian Head, MD 20640 

DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
INDIAN HEAD DIVISION 

NAVAL SURFACE WARFARE CENTER 
101 STRAUSS AVE 

INDIAN HEAD MD 20640-5035 

5090 
Sex 046C/162 
6 Nov 01 

Dear Mr. Biles: 
' 
We are writing in response to your letter of October 31, 2001, 
concerning the role of community review as part of the 
Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) process and base security. We 
agree with you that having so much information, including maps, 
available to the public is a security issue, considering that we 
are currently at war against terrorism. 

* 
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However, having these documents available for public review is a 
requirement of the Installation Restoration (IR) Program, which 
is modeled after the Comprehensive Environmental Restoration, 
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA). 

Therefore, your concerns (and ours) with the information in the 
repositories have been elevated to the Chief of Naval Operations 
(CNO). 
Navy-wide guidance on information repositories. 

The CNO has taken the lead on this and plans to issue 

We will let you know the results of your letter and thank you 
for bringing this issue to our attention. If you have any 
additional comments or questions, please contact Mr. Shawn 
Jorgensen of my staff on (301) 744-2263. 

Sincerely, oy&J\ 
CHERYL L. DESKINS 
Acting Director, 
Environmental Division 
By direction of the Commander 



6316 Indian Head Highway 
Indian Head, Maryland 20640 

FAX 301 744 6533 
Mr. Willlam W. Bohlj, Hyid, Safety Daparttnent 
Indian Head Division 
Naval Surface W e e  Ccnter 

Indian Head, MI> 20640-5035 
, I01 S t r a w  Avenue 

0ctob.r 3 I ,  2001 

RE: The rolo of community review as pad. oftha RAH proce~ and Best Socority 

I would liko to addross ~n issue that colicerns mo and l h ~ i  J fed should be brwehr to iho uttcntion of Ihox. 
individuals tespsible far security at ths Navy's Indian Hend fwility. 

An a oomiiiunjty ~nanber ofRAJ3 J replarly rwh voltirninous doainients fm roview that de81 with the 
many sites that arc par!. of the Navy's Site Management Plan fw the htallation Restorrrtiotr Pryrram. 

Theso documents iiidudc nunimous maps of the brc  thttt idaitify in detail many ctfihe h~ildings, r d s  
end improvcmcnts. These maps note selccfcd manufacturing sit@. teimrcl) laboratories, X ray huildiog~. 
pistol ranges, hnkors, rail lines elc. Some mnps are in color and mi0 include t t~wgr~phic  detail, 

'Iho Charlcs Chunty p u h k  library at La Plat8 i s  n reposilory for ell JXAR documents. This ineans that rhc 
general public has nccess to these documcmts and may haw them copied witbou1. restrjclioci. 

We are now el. w flnd are vt\lnetrsblc domeslicsllly lo  tmorists aclr & h s  ficn11 (I Fmeipn d8t.e or fian 
within. In nonnal t ima tho public accoss to llmw m a p  may not have h i  considtrod a wurity risk. i 
bljcve. however, we should now revim thc nccd to provido public HWY to detail maps of 1hifi important 
Navy ftwility. I believe the mission of the M B  And its intcred in m m i m i t y  input call bc hlfillcd without 
colnprmising base security. 

1. Eiihar tbe RAU dwumenb be remCNbd from tbt poMlc Library In La Plstn and connmul to 
tho basc whom tbdr accpBl and UNQ can be coatrolled or that maw and otbor document@ thst 
could cornpromhe securlty &re rcmwed from tho rodow waterin1 at (be Ilhrury. 

2. Diatrihutlnn or maps or m y  Snforinaliuu tlirt could be conutmd to comproniilrc haw 
smurity h excluded from any public dlWhutlon nf RAB iaaturiwl. 

1 would appreciate A prompt reply. 

Sincerely, 

Elmer S. Biles 
301 283 6298 
Cmmuliity RAB inember 

Cc: Capt8ill MRrc A. Siodbsnd PAX 301 744-4935 
Cheryl I.. k k i n s  FAX 301 744-4180 
Shorn JWBWW FAX 301 744-4180 
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