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Owner of tainted well moves out, citing lingeriﬂg safety concerns

by Meredith Narcum
Stafl Wivter

U.S. Navy oflicials announced
Thursday they have begun deaning
up cancer-causing chemicals found
in the southeast corner of e former
Naval Surface Warfare Center at
White Oak. .

Bul the Navy has nol done
enough to make Gary Irby feel safe,
The Adelphi resident has moved his
wiife and thvee n{oung children from
his home downhill from the basebe-
cause his water is no longer sale for
drinking and bathing, he said.

Other area residents backed Irby
al a Restoralion Advisory Board
wmieeting with Navy, Army and Envi-
tronmental Prolection Agency offi-

minded the Navy either pay lor
lrby’s move or haok him up to tha
city water supply.

“I've boen silting here listening
to you, and a5 a citizen ] get very be-
wildered al the bureanaatic tally
the gobbledygook thal goes back
and forth,” said Hillandale resident
Malcom Purisch, atso a friend of
Irby's. “No veal action has Pegn
Laken to relleve Mr. Iby’s situation.
There shouldn’t be any dilly-dally-
ing with reports. It bothers me our
tax dollas are being wasted in this

. lashion.” .
When officials annownced the -

budgel for environmental deanup
ab fhe base, residents responded
they weren'\ getting enough protec-
‘ﬁor{ for the Emuunl of tax dollars

the streams bordering his property
conlih‘lfﬁ,onrm )

ing electrical equipmeni, among
other things. Suﬁ’m_ have shown it
causes caneer In Jaboratory gats,
Although the Navy installed a
watet filter at Itby’s home, fiby said
he stlll worries about an odar com-

- ing from hia shower water. Navy of-.

ficlals Hs&?{ll;e admitted that TCE
conteng in the*ground water is in-
creasing, h fhey said il stil! is
below what the federal govemment
saysin iinsale
“f refuse to 'Si; that water and
( over my chifdien,” said Irby.
?o“l;‘sl year, the Navy requested
Washinglon Suburban Sanitary
Commission hook Irby ¢o its water

ene, &
. chemica) usad as a solvent for clean-

Environmental consultant Jeff
Ordent of Tetra Toch NUS Inc. dis:
cussed progress made on “Site 46, a

ion of the southeast comner of

the bage and survounding pro| ‘
j o)

where Novy officibls

TCE In 1996. The Navy is contract-

ing with Tetra Tedh bo investigate the
oftebase.

Site 46 Includes the adjacent

Anny propesty and nearby residen-

. lial areas, including Itby’s home,

The site.Is the ranked a5 the most
important in the cleanup process,
which could stretch nto 2004, ac-

- cording to Navy decuments.

In November, the Army instalied
an air stripper to reinove TCE from
ground waler and cause it © evapo-
rite. A storm waber treatment sys-
tem will be instalied in two weeks,
said Orient.

Navy starts decontaminating Whité Oak center

fering densities. :

e Navy also is investigaling a
leach field and a building used to
store hazardous waste, both near the
so;glwm comer of the base, Orient
sald,

yled water from 43 points in the
areq of the base, said Orienl, Tech-

nicians also dog nine permanent’

monitoring wells 30 1o 60 feel deep
lo monifor chemicals in the aquifer,
hesaid. . '

The cleanup is necessary before
the land is developed foran FDA re-

search center, but thosé develop-
ment plans still are nol confirmed,
scoording to officials. The headquar-
ters atone would bring about ‘fm
people to the center and developers
expect olher governumen! agendas
and private tepants will move tothe
site as well.

cials Thursday night. The board  spent. supply.|but the commission refused The Navy alse is investigatin TR .
meetsbimonth{y m%)‘i.xuss the envi- The Navy's budgelis $59 ailfion bez.\?me the work could endanger  three possible souroes of TCE alﬁlg (o r“&?“g:;:!:"ﬁ:’yﬁf;m‘:‘ﬁ
ronmenial cleanup and consists of  for fiscal 1998 and $65 million for  workers and Lhe water supply itsell, 46, sald Orient. The mosh fikely < eanup, the Navy has placed 34
Navy, Ariny. EPA and state enviran-  fiscal 1999, said Armalia Berry, Navy  accarding to \WSSC doauments, source is & concrete centriluge basin, - oo rgiil] od wilhryl!w a4 e&h al the
. mental officials as well as local resi-  environmental coordinator for the Navy officials assured residents 100 feet in diameter, used in the White Qak Library, 11701 New
dents. project thal despile WSSC's refusol they 1960s, The device used centrifugal  pyzne i ave s“(,ye'rspw
Several residents Thursday de- The Navy admits Iby's welland  werein no danger. . force to separate substances of dif- . ’ '
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Jones Mill bridge to be repaired
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